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TREE EVALUATION METHOD FOR PRESERVATION ORDERS (TEMPO): 

Date:  Surveyor:  

Decision: 

Score & Notes 
 
      

Score & Notes
  

Score & Notes
  

Score & Notes
  

Score & Notes
  

Part 3: Decision guide 
 
Any 0  Do not apply TPO 
1-6  TPO indefensible 
7-10  Does not merit TPO 
11-14  TPO defensible 
15+  Definitely merits TPO 

Add Scores for Total: 

 

Part 2: Expediency assessment  
Trees must have accrued 10 or more points to qualify 
 
5) Immediate threat to tree inc. s.211 Notice 
3) Foreseeable threat to tree 
2) Perceived threat to tree 

Part 1: Amenity assessment 
a) Condition & suitability for TPO: 
Refer to Guidance Note for definitions 
 
5) Good Highly suitable 
3) Fair  Suitable   
1) Poor Unlikely to be suitable   
0) Dead/dying/dangerous Unsuitable   
 
b) Remaining longevity (in years) & suitability for TPO: Refer to
 ‘Species Guide’ section in Guidance Note 
 
5) 100+  Highly suitable 
4) 40-100 Very suitable 
2) 20-40  Suitable 
1) 10-20  Just suitable 
0) <10  Unsuitable 
   
c) Relative public visibility & suitability for TPO: 
Consider realistic potential for future visibility with changed land 
use.
 
5) Very large trees with some visibility, or 
    prominent large trees
3) Medium trees, or large trees with limited view only    
2) Young, small trees, or medium/large trees visible only 
    with difficulty                 
 1) Trees not visible to the public, regardless of size      

d) Other factors
Trees must have accrued 7 or more points (with no zero score) to qualify 
 
5) Principal components of formal arboricultural features, or veteran trees 4) 
Tree groups or principal members of tree groups important for their cohesion 
3) Trees with identifiable historic, commemorative or habitat importance 
2) Trees of particularly good form, especially if rare or unusual 
1) Trees with none of the above additional redeeming features
-1) Trees with poor form or which are generally unsuitable for their location  

 
SURVEY DATA SHEET & DECISION GUIDE 

Tree details 
TPO Ref (if applicable): Tree/Group No:  Species:
Owner (if known): Location: 

Highly suitable

Suitable
Barely suitable

Probably unsuitable

03.03.2024 Justin Hobbs

T1 Oak

5  Good condition for age and species, 
no significant defects

5  Oak tree with 100+ years life 
expectancy.

5 - elevated position, 
junction of paths, bench at
base.

1. No significant other factors

2 - New landowner

18 TPO



TREE EVALUATION METHOD FOR PRESERVATION ORDERS (TEMPO): 

Date:  Surveyor:  

Decision: 

Score & Notes 
 
      

Score & Notes
  

Score & Notes
  

Score & Notes
  

Score & Notes
  

Part 3: Decision guide 
 
Any 0  Do not apply TPO 
1-6  TPO indefensible 
7-10  Does not merit TPO 
11-14  TPO defensible 
15+  Definitely merits TPO 

Add Scores for Total: 

 

Part 2: Expediency assessment  
Trees must have accrued 10 or more points to qualify 
 
5) Immediate threat to tree inc. s.211 Notice 
3) Foreseeable threat to tree 
2) Perceived threat to tree 

Part 1: Amenity assessment 
a) Condition & suitability for TPO: 
Refer to Guidance Note for definitions 
 
5) Good Highly suitable 
3) Fair  Suitable   
1) Poor Unlikely to be suitable   
0) Dead/dying/dangerous Unsuitable   
 
b) Remaining longevity (in years) & suitability for TPO: Refer to
 ‘Species Guide’ section in Guidance Note 
 
5) 100+  Highly suitable 
4) 40-100 Very suitable 
2) 20-40  Suitable 
1) 10-20  Just suitable 
0) <10  Unsuitable 
   
c) Relative public visibility & suitability for TPO: 
Consider realistic potential for future visibility with changed land 
use.
 
5) Very large trees with some visibility, or 
    prominent large trees
3) Medium trees, or large trees with limited view only    
2) Young, small trees, or medium/large trees visible only 
    with difficulty                 
 1) Trees not visible to the public, regardless of size      

d) Other factors
Trees must have accrued 7 or more points (with no zero score) to qualify 
 
5) Principal components of formal arboricultural features, or veteran trees 4) 
Tree groups or principal members of tree groups important for their cohesion 
3) Trees with identifiable historic, commemorative or habitat importance 
2) Trees of particularly good form, especially if rare or unusual 
1) Trees with none of the above additional redeeming features
-1) Trees with poor form or which are generally unsuitable for their location  

 
SURVEY DATA SHEET & DECISION GUIDE 

Tree details 
TPO Ref (if applicable): Tree/Group No:  Species:
Owner (if known): Location: 

Highly suitable

Suitable
Barely suitable

Probably unsuitable

03.03.2024 Justin Hobbs

T2 Oak

5  Good condition for age and species, 
no significant defects

5  Mature Oak tree but still with 100+ 
years life expectancy.

5 - Adjacent footpath, 
clearly visible to public

1. No significant other factors, borderline 
veteran tree.

2 - New landowner

18 TPO



TREE EVALUATION METHOD FOR PRESERVATION ORDERS (TEMPO): 

Date:  Surveyor:  

Decision: 

Score & Notes 
 
      

Score & Notes
  

Score & Notes
  

Score & Notes
  

Score & Notes
  

Part 3: Decision guide 
 
Any 0  Do not apply TPO 
1-6  TPO indefensible 
7-10  Does not merit TPO 
11-14  TPO defensible 
15+  Definitely merits TPO 

Add Scores for Total: 

 

Part 2: Expediency assessment  
Trees must have accrued 10 or more points to qualify 
 
5) Immediate threat to tree inc. s.211 Notice 
3) Foreseeable threat to tree 
2) Perceived threat to tree 

Part 1: Amenity assessment 
a) Condition & suitability for TPO: 
Refer to Guidance Note for definitions 
 
5) Good Highly suitable 
3) Fair  Suitable   
1) Poor Unlikely to be suitable   
0) Dead/dying/dangerous Unsuitable   
 
b) Remaining longevity (in years) & suitability for TPO: Refer to
 ‘Species Guide’ section in Guidance Note 
 
5) 100+  Highly suitable 
4) 40-100 Very suitable 
2) 20-40  Suitable 
1) 10-20  Just suitable 
0) <10  Unsuitable 
   
c) Relative public visibility & suitability for TPO: 
Consider realistic potential for future visibility with changed land 
use.
 
5) Very large trees with some visibility, or 
    prominent large trees
3) Medium trees, or large trees with limited view only    
2) Young, small trees, or medium/large trees visible only 
    with difficulty                 
 1) Trees not visible to the public, regardless of size      

d) Other factors
Trees must have accrued 7 or more points (with no zero score) to qualify 
 
5) Principal components of formal arboricultural features, or veteran trees 4) 
Tree groups or principal members of tree groups important for their cohesion 
3) Trees with identifiable historic, commemorative or habitat importance 
2) Trees of particularly good form, especially if rare or unusual 
1) Trees with none of the above additional redeeming features
-1) Trees with poor form or which are generally unsuitable for their location  

 
SURVEY DATA SHEET & DECISION GUIDE 

Tree details 
TPO Ref (if applicable): Tree/Group No:  Species:
Owner (if known): Location: 

Highly suitable

Suitable
Barely suitable

Probably unsuitable

03.03.2024 Justin Hobbs

G1 3no Sycamore

3/4  Some trees have basal 
cavities/wounds.

2/3 - Intervention / remedial pruning 
works likely to be needed in future.

5 Trees form a large, 
prominent group on an 
elevated position clearly 
visible from footpath.

1.

2 - New landowner

11- 15 TPO



TREE EVALUATION METHOD FOR PRESERVATION ORDERS (TEMPO): 

Date:  Surveyor:  

Decision: 

Score & Notes 
 
      

Score & Notes
  

Score & Notes
  

Score & Notes
  

Score & Notes
  

Part 3: Decision guide 
 
Any 0  Do not apply TPO 
1-6  TPO indefensible 
7-10  Does not merit TPO 
11-14  TPO defensible 
15+  Definitely merits TPO 

Add Scores for Total: 

 

Part 2: Expediency assessment  
Trees must have accrued 10 or more points to qualify 
 
5) Immediate threat to tree inc. s.211 Notice 
3) Foreseeable threat to tree 
2) Perceived threat to tree 

Part 1: Amenity assessment 
a) Condition & suitability for TPO: 
Refer to Guidance Note for definitions 
 
5) Good Highly suitable 
3) Fair  Suitable   
1) Poor Unlikely to be suitable   
0) Dead/dying/dangerous Unsuitable   
 
b) Remaining longevity (in years) & suitability for TPO: Refer to
 ‘Species Guide’ section in Guidance Note 
 
5) 100+  Highly suitable 
4) 40-100 Very suitable 
2) 20-40  Suitable 
1) 10-20  Just suitable 
0) <10  Unsuitable 
   
c) Relative public visibility & suitability for TPO: 
Consider realistic potential for future visibility with changed land 
use.
 
5) Very large trees with some visibility, or 
    prominent large trees
3) Medium trees, or large trees with limited view only    
2) Young, small trees, or medium/large trees visible only 
    with difficulty                 
 1) Trees not visible to the public, regardless of size      

d) Other factors
Trees must have accrued 7 or more points (with no zero score) to qualify 
 
5) Principal components of formal arboricultural features, or veteran trees 4) 
Tree groups or principal members of tree groups important for their cohesion 
3) Trees with identifiable historic, commemorative or habitat importance 
2) Trees of particularly good form, especially if rare or unusual 
1) Trees with none of the above additional redeeming features
-1) Trees with poor form or which are generally unsuitable for their location  

 
SURVEY DATA SHEET & DECISION GUIDE 

Tree details 
TPO Ref (if applicable): Tree/Group No:  Species:
Owner (if known): Location: 

Highly suitable

Suitable
Barely suitable

Probably unsuitable

03.03.2024 Justin Hobbs

W1 Mixed 

4 - Mixed native species,mainly 
deciduous.  Young woodland with 
emerging standard trees. Some older 
and veteran trees along northern edge. 
1 point reduction reflects possibly that 
ash trees will succumb to ADB

4 - Species mix includes long lived 
species. 1 point reduction for ash trees.

5 Woodland is on slope, 
higher reaches are a 
skyline feature. Clearly 
visible to public from 
footpath.

3.  Woodland is valuable habitat.

2 - New landowner

18 TPO



TREE EVALUATION METHOD FOR PRESERVATION ORDERS (TEMPO): 

Date:  Surveyor:  

Decision: 

Score & Notes 
 
      

Score & Notes
  

Score & Notes
  

Score & Notes
  

Score & Notes
  

Part 3: Decision guide 
 
Any 0  Do not apply TPO 
1-6  TPO indefensible 
7-10  Does not merit TPO 
11-14  TPO defensible 
15+  Definitely merits TPO 

Add Scores for Total: 

 

Part 2: Expediency assessment  
Trees must have accrued 10 or more points to qualify 
 
5) Immediate threat to tree inc. s.211 Notice 
3) Foreseeable threat to tree 
2) Perceived threat to tree 

Part 1: Amenity assessment 
a) Condition & suitability for TPO: 
Refer to Guidance Note for definitions 
 
5) Good Highly suitable 
3) Fair  Suitable   
1) Poor Unlikely to be suitable   
0) Dead/dying/dangerous Unsuitable   
 
b) Remaining longevity (in years) & suitability for TPO: Refer to
 ‘Species Guide’ section in Guidance Note 
 
5) 100+  Highly suitable 
4) 40-100 Very suitable 
2) 20-40  Suitable 
1) 10-20  Just suitable 
0) <10  Unsuitable 
   
c) Relative public visibility & suitability for TPO: 
Consider realistic potential for future visibility with changed land 
use.
 
5) Very large trees with some visibility, or 
    prominent large trees
3) Medium trees, or large trees with limited view only    
2) Young, small trees, or medium/large trees visible only 
    with difficulty                 
 1) Trees not visible to the public, regardless of size      

d) Other factors
Trees must have accrued 7 or more points (with no zero score) to qualify 
 
5) Principal components of formal arboricultural features, or veteran trees 4) 
Tree groups or principal members of tree groups important for their cohesion 
3) Trees with identifiable historic, commemorative or habitat importance 
2) Trees of particularly good form, especially if rare or unusual 
1) Trees with none of the above additional redeeming features
-1) Trees with poor form or which are generally unsuitable for their location  

 
SURVEY DATA SHEET & DECISION GUIDE 

Tree details 
TPO Ref (if applicable): Tree/Group No:  Species:
Owner (if known): Location: 

Highly suitable

Suitable
Barely suitable

Probably unsuitable

03.03.2024 Justin Hobbs

W2 Mixed 

3 - Mixed native species,mainly 
deciduous.  Young woodland with 
emerging standard trees. 2 point 
deduction as ash is a significant 
proportional of the species mix

3 - Species mix includes long lived 
species. 2 point reduction for ash trees.

5 Woodland is on elevated
position. Clearly visible to 
public from footpath.

3.  Woodland is valuable habitat.

2 - New landowner

16 TPO



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 12 Jul 2023 12:56:32
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: Verney Field TPO
Attachments: 

  
  
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2023 12:53 PM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: Verney Field TPO 
  
  
  
From:
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2023 12:07 PM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: Verney Field TPO 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Hello Justin, 
  
I write to thank you for the correspondence regarding the Verney Field TPO and give my emphatic support. 
  
I can not say I can recognise the trees specifically from the poor quality copy included with the correspondence but I trust that the 
order covers all it needs to. 
  
Thank you for protecting the area from a land owner who has no regard for way the public have used Verney Field for close to 80 
years. Some of the actions taken by the land owner border on deliberant incitement and demonstrate that without this TPO, 
anything could happen. 
  
Kind regards 
  

  
  
  
  
Sent from Mail for Windows 
  



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 14 Jul 2023 02:23:14
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: Support for TPO/0586
Attachments: 

-----Original Message-----
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2023 2:23 PM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: Support for TPO/0586

-----Original Message-----
From: 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2023 2:07 PM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: Support for TPO/0586

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking links, 
especially from unknown senders.

Thank you for providing myself and other local residents with details relating to the above new TPO. I would like to support this 
order and thank the District Council for recognising the importance of these trees. 

Thank you and best wishes 

Sent from my iPhone



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 14 Jul 2023 04:29:49
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: TPO 0586 Verney Fields, Stonehouse
Attachments: 

  
  
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2023 4:27 PM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: TPO 0586 Verney Fields, Stonehouse 
  
  
  
From: 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2023 3:52 PM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: TPO 0586 Verney Fields, Stonehouse 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Dear Tree Officer 
  
I am a resident of Stonehouse and have lived on Browns Lane, adjacent to Verney Fields for 11 years.  Over this time we 
have enjoyed many walks with friends and family through the field in question up to Doverow Woods, to the 'Outlook' 
and over to Verney Road and Cotswold Green where friends live.  The area is so beautiful to us and we value being able 
to enjoy the wonderful trees, especially the sycammore clutch and the oak by the bench which we understand has been 
a local landmark and meeting place for well over a hundred years.  Only 2.5% of our trees in the UK are ancient - I 
believe that the oak and maybe the sycammores fall into this category and as such need even greater protection.  All 
the trees in general have been allowed to mature naturally and it has created a wonderful natural environment enjoyed 
by hundreds of people on a regular basis.  This habitat, coupled with the amazing vistas and link to the woodland is rare 
close to a built up area.  I strongly support the TPO in the interests of folk who enjoy it now and for generations to 
come - in difficult days like this human beings need natural green spaces and that is why this local resource needs your 
protection.   
  
We know that wildlife thrives in this area where the land has not been sprayed or treated and the trees have been 
allowed to grow and to create a rich habitat for mammals and insects.  If 53% of woodland wildlife species are declining 
we deffinately need to protect these trees.  We also know that growing trees lock up carbon, help to stabilise the soil 
and prevent flooding.  Just 13% of the UK is covered in trees and we desperately need more to help fight climate 
change.  Every tree you manage to save benefits us all. 
  
In addition to the above more obvious rationale I am not confident in the new owner based on their actions since 
acquisition, that they understand and respect the natural environment.  They have deffinately shown a blatant 
disregard for the denisens of Stonehouse with insensitive signage, cameras, trenches to interrupt footpaths and barbed 
wire which appears to be designed to impair the walkers' enjoyment of Verney Fields.  In light of this we feel that the 
area needs additional protection. 
  
Thank you for protecting Stonehouse. 
  
Yours sincerely 
  



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 17 Jul 2023 09:22:09
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: Tree Preservation Order
Attachments: 

  
  
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2023 9:13 AM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: Tree Preservation Order 
  
  
  
From:
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2023 7:08 PM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: Tree Preservation Order 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Please add my name to the list of people wanting to protect the trees on Verney Fields and anywhere else on Doverow Hill, as I 
consider these to be an amenity and environmental asset to Stonehouse. 
Thanks  

89 Boakes Drive 
Stonehouse GL103QW  



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 17 Jul 2023 09:24:10
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: Verney Fields, Stonehouse TPO 0586
Attachments: 

  
  
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2023 9:13 AM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: Verney Fields, Stonehouse TPO 0586 
  
  
  
From:
Sent: Saturday, July 15, 2023 9:41 AM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: Verney Fields, Stonehouse TPO 0586 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Dear Sir or Madam  
  
Please accept my support for the above TPO. 
  
I have lived in Stonehouse for over a decade and together with so many locals have really appreciated the natural 
environment of Verney Fields.  The trees have grown naturally and the whole environment leading to the woods and 
fields beyond feels so natural.  Locals have enjoyed this area as it is for over a century.  Some of the specific trees you 
have identified are very special specimens.  The group of sycammores is quite unique in my experience and has given 
pleasure to many for years and years.  The oak is ancient and has historic value as a meeting point and land mark. 
  
All trees benefit us and these ancient specimens need protecting as does the woodland wildlife that rely upon arboreal 
habitats.  It is great that you have included the developing areas with younger trees that are home to many threatened 
species including quite excitingly polecats that have recently been sighted in Doverow.  Protecting these trees helps 
fight climate change and provides a necessary solace for many locals who come here to escape to a restorative 
environment.  I am grateful that you are taking steps to safeguard this wonderful area that locals have enjoyed for so 
long. 
  
Recently new owners have taken steps to prevent the people of Stonehouse enjoying this area.  Trenches have been 
dug through footpaths and barbed wire tunnel for us to pass through and the council installed bench under the historic 
oak rather insensitively removed.  The owners claim that they have been forced to close paths and take away the bench 
for our safety but their claims are false (ie to avoid dangerous power cables which we know are buried at the required 
depth by Western Power).  We question the owner's claims and do not believe that they are keeping the public out in 
order to protect nature - it would seem that the reverse is true and so we are concerned about their intentions and 
ability to care for the natural environment responsibly.  We are heartened that the Council are taking steps to protect 
this area for the future. 
  
Many thanks 
  

  

  



  



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 18 Jul 2023 09:05:53
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: TPO/0586
Attachments: 

  
  
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2023 9:01 AM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: TPO/0586 
  
  
  
From:
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2023 7:42 PM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: TPO/0586 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

The woods and trees in the Verney Rd site provide invaluable resource and protection for a wide variety of wildlife, whilst also 
providing a corridor to the larger Doverow Wood. From individual trees of the two old oaks (one of which has had a ditch cut into 
the area around it’s feeding roots) to the woods on either side of the spring and on to the viewpoint,  together they support a 
range of species which need, in my view, to be supported and protected as the area available to wildlife is constantly being 
diminished. The big Oaks and the woods connect well together and the removal of either would, to my mind, compromise the area 
as a whole. 
The wildlife includes roe and muntjack deer, foxes, badgers, owls, woodpeckers (both green and spotted), kestrel and a host of 
insects to support the food chain. If these woods/trees and allowed to be removed then the damage to the natural resources will 
cause a real reduction in the health and diversity of the wildlife population in the immediate and surrounding area. 
  
Yours faithfully 

Sent from Mail for Windows 
  



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 18 Jul 2023 09:17:04
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: TPO/0586 Verney Fields
Attachments: 

  
  
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2023 9:01 AM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: TPO/0586 Verney Fields 
  
  
  
From:
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2023 8:40 PM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: TPO/0586 Verney Fields 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

  I would like to support the TPO/0586 Verney Fields, we have lived in stonehouse since 1979, and as a family 
 enjoy local walks including the lovely Verney Fields and its natural habitat, the tree's are important to the 
wildlife 
 and our environment  and need to be saved. 
             Kind regards  



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 18 Jul 2023 01:18:16
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: Support of TPO/0586 Verney fields
Attachments: 

  
  
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2023 1:18 PM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: Support of TPO/0586 Verney fields 
  
  
  
From:
Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2023 12:22 PM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: Support of TPO/0586 Verney fields 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Good afternoon,  
  
I am writing in support of the new TPO/0586 in Verney fields. Many of the local residents have concerns over the use and 
protection of this piece of land and its trees/shrubs following new overnership in 2022.  
Having enjoyed walking in these fields for over a decade, my family and I have a huge attachment to numerous trees. In particular; 
the Oak over the viewing bench (T1), and the clusters of Sycamore trees (G1) and (G2). My son has been admiring and playing 
amongst the sycamore trees (G1) since he was born. We would be quite devastated to see anything happen to any of these trees.  
In addition, the woodland surrounding (W1 and W2) the fields provides homes and safe spaces for the wildlife which I worry will 
become marginalised.  
  
My other concern is any significant ground works near the tree roots that might compromise their health both now and in the 
future.  
  
I do hope these trees can be protected for future generations and the local wildlife.  
  
With kind regards,  

  
  



Tree Preserva	on Orders TPO/0586 

 

Dear Tree Officer 

I am wri	ng to support the protec	on of the trees cited in TPO/0586 

I have lived at the top of Verney Road since 2000 and ever since I moved here I have enjoyed 

walking, running and dog walking up the many paths in Verney Fields.  

 

The trees are a haven for wildlife, especially the forests that have sprung up on the right- and le+-

hand sides as you walk up the hill from the Verney Road Side. I recently found a juvenile Polecat on 

the path in Doverow Woods and took it to the Vale Wildlife Rescue Centre (see picture below). I think 

this indicates that there are Polecats dispersed through these trees as well as Doverow Hill woods. I 

understand they are fairly rare and so it is essen	al this habitat is kept for them to thrive going 

forwards. The trees support hundreds of insects, birds and bats and many mammals live in this area, 

eg, deer, foxes, bank voles, wood mice, shrews, frogs and newts, to name only a few. 

 

I have helped to organise the Stonehouse Walking Fes	val since it started and have led Dusk Wildlife 

Walks up through Verney Field and onto Doverow Woods.  We always stopped and looked at the 

magnificent Oak Trees at the bo5om of the hill and the historic and well loved Verney Oak and 

Bench. Many people have expressed sorrow at the Bench being ripped out as it was an important 

focal point for the people of Stonehouse.  The large group of Sycamores G! and G2 are also 

magnificent trees and I worry that tapping them will result in damage to them.  

During the Covid Lockdown many hundreds of people used all the paths over Verney Fields to get 

their daily exercise. We all know the amazing benefits of trees to health and wellbeing, both mental 

and physical.  In addi	on cu<ng these trees would be devas	ng in releasing large amounts of 

Carbon into the atmosphere.  

 

This is one of the last green wild spaces le+ in Stonehouse as we have had so many new houses build 

lately. Please save our trees and the biodiversity in this area. The present owners have dug big 

trenches exposing many tree roots, cut off access to residents and I am worried they will cause more 

damage to the landscape and biodiversity up there.  



 

 

 



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 19 Jul 2023 12:54:05
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: TPO/0586 FAO Tree Officer
Attachments: Tree Preservation Orders.docx

  
  
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2023 12:50 PM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: TPO/0586 FAO Tree Officer 
  
  
  
From:
Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2023 9:15 AM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: TPO/0586 FAO Tree Officer 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Dear Tree Officer 
  
Please find my comments supporting the TPO/0586 for Verney Fields attached. 
  
Best Regards 
  

Beechfield, Verney Road, Stonehouse, Gloucs. GL10 2QB 
 



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 19 Jul 2023 12:56:22
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: Tree preservation
Attachments: 

-----Original Message-----
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2023 12:49 PM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: Tree preservation

-----Original Message-----
From: 
Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2023 9:14 AM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: Tree preservation

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking links, 
especially from unknown senders.

For the attention of Stroud Tree Officer.
Re-TPO / 0586 Land known as Verney Fields Stonehouse Glos

I am emailing to support the above TPO. The mature Oak trees, Sycamores and areas of mixed woodland are vital for the ecology 
of the whole area.
They should be preserved also for the enjoyment of present and future residents and visitors of Stonehouse to enjoy. Benefiting 
both physical and mental health .

5 Chapel Row 
GL102PN 
Resident and regular walker of this area .

Sent from my iPhone



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 19 Jul 2023 02:04:05
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: Ref: TPO/0586
Attachments: 

  
  
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2023 2:04 PM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: Ref: TPO/0586 
  
  
  
From:
Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2023 1:09 PM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: Ref: TPO/0586 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Please make permanent the tree protection order on these trees so that future generations can enjoy our area of outstanding 
natural beauty and wildlife has a home. 



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 20 Jul 2023 08:34:08
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: TPO 0586
Attachments: 

  
  
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Thursday, July 20, 2023 8:24 AM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: TPO 0586 
  
  
  
From  
Sent: Thursday, July 20, 2023 8:21 AM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: TPO 0586 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Dear Tree Protection Team,  
  
I am most concerned that this TPO 0586 has been placed following spread of misinformation. 
  
The current landowners are trying to protect the trees on this land and use the Maples to make Maple syrup. There is damage to 
some of the trees on this land which requires action and care and the TPO is preventing the landowners (orchard farmers) from 
attending to their needs. 
  
The TPO will have quite the opposite effect on the trees if not removed. 
  
Stonehouse Town Council have responded appallingly to the new landowners and have escalated concerns within Stonehouse 
community that the land would be used to redevelop and build.  
  
The landowners are experts in their field which is nurturing and protecting trees. 
  
Please I request that you remove the TPO to enable these beautiful and ancient trees to survive.  
  
Many thanks,  



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 24 Jul 2023 09:07:40
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: TPO/0586 Tree Planning officer
Attachments: 

-----Original Message-----
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Monday, July 24, 2023 8:14 AM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: TPO/0586 Tree Planning officer

-----Original Message-----
From:
Sent: Sunday, July 23, 2023 6:05 PM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: TPO/0586 Tree Planning officer

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking links, 
especially from unknown senders.

FAO Tree Officer, Stroud District Council REF TPO/0586

Good afternoon

I write with regard to the above Tree Preservation order , As a recent arrival to the Stonehouse area(18months) and a keen 
naturalist, bird watcher and Dog Walker, I am in whole hearted agreement with this Tree preservation order The variety and 
varying ages of the trees in what is a natural environment is a fantastic place for Flora and Forna to Live, Breed and multiply with 
out the ravages of Man (or other genders).
Although I'll admit there is some minor work needed on a few of the older trees, The amount of wildlife in this proposed area is 
quite abundant, without going into exact species observed, it is nice to be able to just sit on the top of the hill, listen watch and in 
the cases of the bats try and identify the various species Too many areas like this end up either being cut down for development, 
bulldozed over for increased arable land or generally destroyed, We must endeavour through all means at our disposal keep these 
areas.
Yes I'm aware this could affect others livelihood, however this is an opportunity to preserve something that will last longer than 
any thing else on the site Yours sincerely

Please withhold my address from publication



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 25 Jul 2023 10:39:50
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: tree preservation
Attachments: 

  
  
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 10:24 AM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: tree preservation 
  
  
  
From:
Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 9:53 AM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: tre preservation 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Dear Sir 
I understand a new TPO order has benn submitted on Verney Fields in Stonehouse. 
It is for the whole wood up the left hand side of the field as you go up the hill from Verney Road stile and the 
woodland on the right hand side bordering around the viewpoint as well as quite a few individual trees.  
  
I would like to support this tree preservation order as I think it is very important for the Stonehouse community 
to preserve the woodland that we have left after extensive building on our green fields. 
  
It is an area where people can appreciate nature and walk peacefully. 
  
I am particularly keen to preserve the two large Oak trees - one at the bottom of the fields which must be 
several hundred years old and is a beautiful tree, and one near the top which used to have a bench under it 
for people to sit and admire the view. Unfortunately the new owners have removed the bench but at least the 
tree remains.  
  
The trees are homes for all sorts of wildlife as well as beneficial for people. 
  
I hope they can be preserved. 
  
Yours failthfully 
  

1, Glenthorne Close 
Stonehouse Glos 
GL10 2EF 



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 26 Jul 2023 09:33:28
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: tree preservation
Attachments: 

  
  
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 26, 2023 8:42 AM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: tree preservation 
  
  
  
From: 
Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 9:51 PM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: tree preservation 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Dear Tree Officer 
  
TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS TPO/0586 
  
I am writing to support the protection of the trees cited in TPO/0586 
  
I have lived at the top of Verney Road since 1973 
  
Our family used Doverow Hill and the surrounding area almost daily. 
  
The trees are magnificent…the ones in question have a special place for many of us. 
  
Only a few years ago the Oak trees in many places suffered from disease and this slow death was devastating to watch. 
  
We were fortunate here that they escaped the disease, and NOW to willingly desecrate aged magnificent oaks and other trees is 
sacrilege. 
  
In addition, I was horrified to find that the seat at the top of Doverow hill has been taken away.  I don’t know how many realise 
that ashes of loved ones have been scattered here in memory of how they used to walk this hill and relax on this seat.  It takes a 
hard heart to ignore this. 
  
Our younger generation have a love for Doverow…they have much to contend with…let them enjoy the benefits  of Doverow 
  
All the trees/forestry support wildlife and we don’t want to destroy their habitat. 
  
Thank you for being understanding on this issue and we sincerely hope for a preservation order on these trees. 
  
Sincerely,  



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 26 Jul 2023 02:41:24
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: New Tree Preservation Order TPO/0586
Attachments: 

  
  
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 26, 2023 2:41 PM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: New Tree Preservation Order TPO/0586 
  
  
  
From: 
Sent: Wednesday, July 26, 2023 2:23 PM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: New Tree Preservation Order TPO/0586 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Hello Planning, 
  
I am writing to express my support for New Tree Preservation Order TPO/0586, concerning land known as Verney Fields. 
I do not want any of the trees indicated on the map accompanying TPO/0586 to be damaged or destroyed in any way. It is a 
beautiful area that I use regularly for walking, and peace and relaxation, and it must be protected. 
  
Regards, 
  

10, The Brush, 
Cashes Green 
Stroud, 
Glos, 
GL5 4SH 
  

  
Sent from Mail for Windows 
  



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 26 Jul 2023 04:06:08
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: FAO Tree Officer: TPO/0586 - Verney Fields
Attachments: 

  
  
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 26, 2023 3:34 PM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: FAO Tree Officer: TPO/0586 - Verney Fields 
  
  
  
From: 
Sent: Wednesday, July 26, 2023 3:25 PM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FAO Tree Officer: TPO/0586 - Verney Fields 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Dear Stroud District Council, 
  
Please accept this email as an expression of support for the confirmation of TPO/0586, relating to trees on Verney Fields in 
Stonehouse. These trees are of considerable local importance and have significant amenity value. They are visible from areas in 
which the general public is free to access, and deliver a wide range of benefits to the people of Stonehouse. It is essential that they 
be protected for the enjoyment of current and future generations, and I very much welcome the decision of Stroud District Council 
to create this new Tree Preservation Order. 
  
Please note that this submission is made entirely in a personal capacity as a resident of Stonehouse, and is not on behalf of any 
organisation. 
  
Kind regards, 
  

17 Anderson Drive, Stonehouse 



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 27 Jul 2023 08:38:51
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: TPO / 0586
Attachments: 

  
  
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Thursday, July 27, 2023 8:18 AM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: TPO / 0586 
  
  
  
From:
Sent: Wednesday, July 26, 2023 5:26 PM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: TPO / 0586 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Good Day 
  
I would like to express my firm support for the Tree Preservation Orders made in respect of the woodland and individual trees in 
Verney Fields, Stonehouse. 
  
This area may have historical importance as it is thought to be the assembly point for the Blacklow Hundred. It certainly has 
enormous social importance to the people of Stonehouse, being the most significant area of woodland in, or adjacent to, the 
town. It is geographically associated with Doverow Wood which is a primary leisure facility for local people. 
  
Some of the trees are magnificent in themselves and, taken as a whole, the woodland provides an important wildlife habitat. 
  
I strongly urge you to make the orders permanent to provide protection against further injurious activity by the confrontational 
new owners. 
  
Yours 
  

15 Cotswold Green 
Stonehouse 



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 27 Jul 2023 08:41:25
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: FAO Tree Officer - TPO Verney Fields Stonehouse
Attachments: 

  
  
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Thursday, July 27, 2023 8:18 AM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: FAO Tree Officer - TPO Verney Fields Stonehouse 
  
  
  
From:
Sent: Wednesday, July 26, 2023 6:27 PM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FAO Tree Officer - TPO Verney Fields Stonehouse 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Dear Tree Officer 
  
I am writing to support the new TPO's at Verney Fields, Stonehouse.  I am very relieved to hear that these trees are being 
protected because there have been a lot of changes since the new landowners took control of the land.  These changes have 
limited public access to the land, but also seem destructive in places e.g. deep trenches very near to an ancient oak tree interfering 
with its roots. 
  
I have been visiting this land for over 10 years, since I moved to the area in 2010.  I regularly walk up Doverow Hill via Verney 
Fields, it is a very valuable local open space for the citizens of Stonehouse and is used by a lot of people. 
I have been concerned particularly about the large oak at the top of the hill. This old tree used to have a bench underneath it that 
was used by a lot of people.  The bench seat has recently been removed by the new land owners, they have stated that this is due 
to the tree being dangerous to sit under.  I am worried that this means that they plan to cut the tree down.  This tree is an icon of 
the area, is old and very valuable for wildlife and people alike.  I am relieved to hear that this tree will be specifically protected. 
  
The Verney Fields area is an incredibly important resource for the Stonehouse community but also for the biodiversity of the area.  
I regularly see lots of birds when on the hill, particularly in the wooded areas. I also have see bats at dusk.  Given our global 
biodiversity crisis, it is important we protect areas such as these. 
  
Please let me know if there is anything else I can do to support the new TPO's, as well as continuing local access to the area. 
  
Yours sincerely, 

1, College View, Stonehouse. 



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 28 Jul 2023 09:04:49
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: Support for: TPO/0586 -Land Known as Verney Fields, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire
Attachments: 

-----Original Message-----
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Friday, July 28, 2023 9:03 AM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: Support for: TPO/0586 -Land Known as Verney Fields, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire

-----Original Message-----
From:
Sent: Thursday, July 27, 2023 10:36 PM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: Support for: TPO/0586 -Land Known as Verney Fields, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking links, 
especially from unknown senders.

FAO:  Justin Hobbs, Tree Officer, Stroud District Council

Dear Mr. Hobbs,

Further to your letter of 10/07/2023 (Ref: TPO/0586), I write in support of the application TPO/0506 - Land known as Verney 
Fields, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire.

As a near neighbour of the land for the past 8 years, and a regular user of the public footpaths which cross it, I consider that the 
trees listed in the order warrant a TPO by virtue of their significant public amenity value and their value as a natural habitat.  I 
believe they are important assets worthy of protection from any future developments or changes in land use.  This is of particular 
concern at present as the land has recently changed hands and under its new ownership, earthworks which may be indicative of 
future development aspirations have taken place across the site after years of preservation.

The trees listed in the TPO are mature, healthy, fine examples of their species, appear to have years of life in them, and are much 
enjoyed by myself and family, and I’m sure many others besides.  This is of course in addition to their value as habitat, and to the 
environment, as well as the character they lend to the local area.

I am fully in support of the proposed application and would like my opinion to be taken into account when considering the 
decision.

Yours in support,

N.B.  Please withhold my name and address from publication wherever possible.



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 28 Jul 2023 09:10:45
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: TPO/0586 - Land Known as Verney Fields, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire
Attachments: 

-----Original Message-----
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Friday, July 28, 2023 9:03 AM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: TPO/0586 - Land Known as Verney Fields, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire

-----Original Message-----
From
Sent: Thursday, July 27, 2023 10:57 PM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: TPO/0586 - Land Known as Verney Fields, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking links, 
especially from unknown senders.

Dear Mr Hobbes,

In relation to your letter of 10/07/23 (Ref. TPO/0586), I write in support of the application on the ground that I consider the trees 
have significant public amenity value as well as providing crucial natural habitat.  Their contribution to the environment and 
peoples’ enjoyment of it is significant, and in wake of a recent change of ownership of the land, significant earthworks have taken 
place across the site which may be indicative of plans for future development.  It is my belief that these tree should protected 
whatever those may be, or whatever change in land use may take place.

Your sincerely,



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 31 Jul 2023 04:46:26
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: Temporary Tree Preservation Order: TPO/0586 - Land known as Verney Fields, Stonehouse, 
Gloucestershire. 
Attachments: 

  
  
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Monday, July 31, 2023 4:45 PM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: Temporary Tree Preservation Order: TPO/0586 - Land known as Verney Fields, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire. 
  
  
  
From: Town Clerk <townclerk@stonehousetowncouncil.gov.uk> 
Sent: Monday, July 31, 2023 4:25 PM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Cc: 

Subject: Temporary Tree Preservation Order: TPO/0586 - Land known as Verney Fields, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire. 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Dear Tree Officer (Stroud District Council) 
  
Stonehouse Town Council acknowledges receipt of Stroud District Council’s notification dated 10/07/2023, with accompanying 
paperwork and relevant maps, confirming the latest temporary Tree Preservation Order TPO/0586 which includes a Schedule 
detailing the following specifications of trees: three Oak Trees referenced on the schedule as T1, T2 and T3; seven Sycamores 
referenced on the schedule as G1 and G2; Mixed Species of trees in Woodlands referenced on the schedule at W1 Land known as 
Verney Fields and W2 Land known as Verney Fields. It is understood that a formal response in line with regulation 6 of the Town 
and Country Planning (Tree Preservation) (England) Regulations 2012 is appropriate. 
  
At its meeting on Monday 24th July 2023 Stonehouse Town Council discussed the matter in detail and voted in favour of 
requesting the Tree Preservation Order be made permanent for the following reasons: 
  

1. The area is used by many within the Stonehouse Community and is viewed as a place of enjoyment. The trees in this area 
add to this enjoyment due to their aesthetically pleasing nature and historical presence and, as a result of this are covered 
within the Stonehouse Community Arboretum Plan. 
  

2. The Stonehouse Community Arboretum is an innovative and ambitious project to grow a town into an arboretum, 
engaging the community with trees and helping to ensure that the environmental, social and economic benefits of trees 
are enjoyed by all. 
The trees covered by the TPO on Verney Fields have significant amenity value, and are visible from many different vantage 
points which are accessible to the general public, including the main routes from the town up to Doverow wood. As well as 
having undoubted aesthetic importance and making a vital contribution to the landscape, these trees fulfil a number of 
other functions associated with green infrastructure. These include intercepting rainfall, ameliorating flood risk, 
sequestering carbon, cooling air and ground temperatures through shade and evapotranspiration, improving air quality 
and offering a habitat to a wide range of flora, fauna, insects, birds and fungi. Trees are proven to improve physical health 
and mental wellbeing, and these specimens – located on land to which access has been freely enjoyed by generations of 
local residents – also have considerable cultural and heritage importance to the Stonehouse community. 
Loss of, or damage to, the trees included in this TPO would have a significant negative impact on the local environment 
and its enjoyment by the public. A recent change in land ownership followed by groundworks and excavations within the 
root protection areas of some of the specimen trees on Verney demonstrates that it is expedient in the interests of 
amenity for the Local Authority to make provision for the preservation of these important local assets. 



In 2021, Stonehouse Town Council formally adopted the Stonehouse Community Arboretum Management Plan, which can 
be downloaded from the Town Council website and which sets out the approach to tree care and management which the 
Town Council and other stakeholders hope to promote in Stonehouse. The Stonehouse Community Arboretum 
Management Plan has been referenced in a number of best practice guidance documents, including the 2023 publication 
Trees and Woodlands Strategy Toolkit produced by the Department for Environment, Farming and Rural Affairs, the 
Forestry Commission and the Tree Council. 

3. The importance of the land at Verney Fields to the Stonehouse Community is highlighted by recent efforts by this council 
and the community to try and preserve open and unrestricted access to this vitally important area through the council’s 
Town Green application and applications for Designated Map Modification Orders (DMMOs). This can be demonstrated by 
the countless evidence forms completed by residents as follows: 

A. Town Green Application – Submitted to Glos County Council in February ’23 by Stonehouse Town Council with the 
required supporting evidence completed by the then 118 responding residents (Please note, this number may 
have increased since the application was submitted) 

B. Designated Map Modification Orders in support of designating 5 routes as ‘Designated footpaths’ – Submitted to 
Glos County Council in July ’23 (Please note that the number of applications continue to increase) 

                                                               i.      573/11/212(6) - Claimed route from MST30, over stile from Oak Way, then joins MST64. Other section 
joins MST30 beyond the spring. - 
 https://ww3.gloucestershire.gov.uk/PROW/ApplicationForm.aspx?RecordFilter=573%2f11%2f212(6)    
  51 Applications 

                                                             ii.      573/11/212(7) - Claimed route from MST56 west of Doverow Hill Wood to metal gate then to MST30 
with an additional diagonal link to gate at intersection of MST30 and MST56. -
 https://ww3.gloucestershire.gov.uk/PROW/ApplicationForm.aspx?RecordFilter=573%2f11%2f212(7) 59 
Applications 

                                                           iii.      573/11/212(8) - Claimed route passes north of MST30 linking at both  ends-
 https://ww3.gloucestershire.gov.uk/PROW/ApplicationForm.aspx?RecordFilter=573%2f11%2f212(8) 92 
Applications 

                                                           iv.      573/11/212(9)  - Claimed route to viewpoint re-joining MST30 and MST62 -
 https://ww3.gloucestershire.gov.uk/PROW/ApplicationForm.aspx?RecordFilter=573%2f11%2f212(9) 34 
Applications 

                                                             v.      573/11/212(10) - Claimed route from two points on MST27 meeting MST62 continuing on a broad 
track to meet MST28 -
 https://ww3.gloucestershire.gov.uk/PROW/ApplicationForm.aspx?RecordFilter=573%2f11%2f212(10) 102 
Applications 

  
The town council is keen to see the trees preserved at and around Verney Fields – they are the life-blood of the environment we 
live in and so every effort must be made to maintain the status quo. 
  
  
Carlos Novoth 
Clerk to Stonehouse Town Council 



























































































From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 02 Aug 2023 09:07:31
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: Temporary Tree Preservation Order: TPO/0586 - Land known as Verney Fields, Stonehouse, 
Gloucestershire.
Attachments: 

  
  
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 2, 2023 8:30 AM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: Temporary Tree Preservation Order: TPO/0586 - Land known as Verney Fields, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire. 
  
  
  
From:
Sent: Tuesday, August 1, 2023 7:50 PM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: Temporary Tree Preservation Order: TPO/0586 - Land known as Verney Fields, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire. 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Dear Tree Officer (Stroud District Council) 
  
I refer to the Stroud District Council’s notification dated 10/07/2023, with accompanying paperwork and relevant maps, 
confirming the latest temporary Tree Preservation Order TPO/0586 which includes a Schedule detailing the following 
specifications of trees: three Oak Trees referenced on the schedule as T1, T2 and T3; seven Sycamores referenced on the schedule 
as G1 and G2; Mixed Species of trees in Woodlands referenced on the schedule at W1 Land known as Verney Fields and W2 Land 
known as Verney Fields.  I write in support of the Tree Preservation Order being made permanent for the following reasons. 
  
The whole area of Verney Fields has been an area of amenity for the people of Stonehouse for many years.  I moved to the area in 
2000 and the trees and wooded areas noted above were already an integral part of the mixed pasture and woodland landscape.  .  
The large specimen trees are visually stunning, especially the oaks T1, T2 and T3.  The woodland areas and trees support a large 
and diverse range of wildlife and deer are often seen in the area.  Retaining this biodiversity is important not only for wildlife 
locally, but important when much of our natural world is under threat. 
  
The trees and wooded areas contribute to preventing soil erosion and mitigate the effect of potential flood risk.  Wooded area W2 
occupies very steeply sloping ground and the trees provide a significant benefit to the stability of this slope.  Without these trees 
the likelihood of erosion and landslips would be much more likely and the impact of heavy rain would potentially increase the risks 
to the residents of Rosedale. 
  
Recently a trench has been dug around oak T1 and the recent activity in Verney fields mean that these trees need protection both 
now and in the future so that they are preserved for future generations.  There has also been significant activity by private 
individuals in wooded area W2, with groundworks and vegetation clearance being completed.  Rough clay steps have been cut and 
it is likely that roots have been damaged as a consequence.  Any such activities should be properly planned and managed and 
completed safely and at present, no such controls have been implemented during recent works. 
  
Regards, 
  



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 04 Aug 2023 08:58:55
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: TPO/0536 (land known as Verney Field's, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire)
Attachments: 

  
  
From: 
Sent: Thursday, August 3, 2023 6:53 PM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: TPO/0536 (land known as Verney Field's, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire) 
  
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Dear Mr Porter. 
  
I write with regard to the above referenced TPO. 
  
I object to the proposed confirmation of TPO/0586 and particularly W1 and W2 as I consider their designation to be both casual and 
in blanket form, without due regard to merit. Having lived in Stonehouse all my life (60 years) and walked the area frequently, I 
consider I have a good knowledge of its history. 
  
Until relative recently and in my lifetime, the vast majority of W1 was open pasture. It's designation as woodland has no historic 
merit and as far as I am aware, W1 has NO rare or protected species. It is not worthy of the woodland designation and would be 
more accurately described as scrubland. Therefore, in my opinion, it has little amenity value. 
  
I object to the designation of W2 as I believe the views from the bench area atop the quarry, across the Frome valley, are of great 
amenity value. If the tree's on the upper reaches of the quarry face are left to grow they will eventually obliterate this outlook. 
  
I consider the entire TPO will have a significant detrimental impact on the economic viability of the landowners plans. I consider an 
orchard to be a excellent use of the land and in my opinion, will give vastly more amenity value than what's currently there. 
  
Finally, having served on SDC development control committee for 8 years, I cannot see the need for a TPO at all. The land has not 
been allocated for development in any local plan, is not subject to a planning application, will retain a agricultural use and has 
additional protection by virtue of being AONB. 
It doesn't require the dead hand of the state and the landowners should be allowed to manage the land unhindered. 
  
Yours Sincerely  
  

  
Ex Stonehouse Town Councillor. 
Ex Stroud Distinct Councillor. 
Ex caseworker to ex MP. 



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 04 Aug 2023 09:01:04
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: TPO/0586 Verney fields stonehouse 
Attachments: 

  
  
From:
Sent: Thursday, August 3, 2023 7:24 PM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: TPO/0586 Verney fields stonehouse 
  
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Dear Mr Porter. 
  
I object to your TPO ss I consider the area to be an overgrown mess and of no amenity value. 
 I believe an orchard, with its beautiful blossom will look lovely,  but more importantly a great source of food. 
Yours  

Lifelong Stonehouse resident and apple crumble lover. 
  
  
  
Sent from Outlook for Android 



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 04 Aug 2023 01:23:42
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: TPO/0586 Land Known as Verney Fields, Stonehouse
Attachments: 

  
  
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Friday, August 4, 2023 1:19 PM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: TPO/0586 Land Known as Verney Fields, Stonehouse 
  
  
  
From: 
Sent: Friday, August 4, 2023 1:03 PM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: TPO/0586 Land Known as Verney Fields, Stonehouse 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Dear Sirs, 
  
I wish to support the making of this Order in the strongest possible terms.   
  
The individual trees and the groups of trees, have been a community asset for the residents and visitors to Stonehouse for a great 
number of years, primarily due to their spectacular nature and prominent location, frequently being referred to locally as 
landmarks.  Indeed, one of the sycamore groups has been a well known children's play area for many years, at least since I and my 
family moved to Stonehouse over 20 years ago, and started walking here.   
  
The Oak tree at the top of the hill and its restful bench below used to be a destination point for the older walkers from nearby 
areas, sadly no longer reachable by them with the new shoddy realigned paths.  However it (and all the other trees covered by this 
proposed Order) are still prominent and important parts of the landscape, without which the topology would be vastly different.  
Apart from this, these trees are a significant asset for wildlife in the area, due to their size and location, as is obvious from anyone 
spending time to study them. 
  
Any damage to or removal of any of these trees would be a serious blight on the Verney Fields area, already spoiled by the savage 
barbed wire fencing recently installed by the new owner of this land.  I am particularly concerned that the drainage ditches already 
dug by the new owners may have already caused some damage as they pass close to the roots, and I am keen that any further 
works would not extend that risk. 
  
Yours truly, 
  



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 07 Aug 2023 10:29:41
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: TPO/0586
Attachments: 

  
  
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Monday, August 7, 2023 9:06 AM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: TPO/0586 
  
  
  
From:
Sent: Friday, August 4, 2023 7:03 PM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: TPO/0586 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

To Stroud District Planning Department 
  
I understand that the preservation order TPO/0586 which relates to the trees on Verney Fields in Stonehouse is temporary and I 
am writing in support of making this a permanent order. In this climate crisis we are being encouraged to plant more trees and it 
would be appalling to think that these mature trees could be at risk of being uprooted or cut down if they are not protected. This 
group of trees represent several species providing biodiversity in the area and home to wildlife. In a small town environment we 
need to keep as much of the surrounding natural environment as we can, it is a huge consideration for the health and well-being 
of the local residents. These trees provide a backdrop for a lovely walk to Doverow Hill which has been enjoyed by myself and 
many others for years. I would like future generations to have the same advantages. 
  

  The Forge Laburnum Walk Stonehouse GL10 2NR 



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 07 Aug 2023 10:31:08
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: Verney Fields
Attachments: 

  
  
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Monday, August 7, 2023 8:55 AM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: Verney Fields 
  
  
  
From:
Sent: Friday, August 4, 2023 7:48 PM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: Verney Fields 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Sirs, 

Please add our names to the TPO/0586 on a number of trees in Verney Fields, in our town, Stonehouse. 

These trees are a part of the heritage of this area and not only for biodiversity and fresh air, but a major source of pleasure 
for those of us who relish the beauty of the countryside and our reason for living here and not in a  city. 

It is bad enough that ordinary residents such as us have been denied use of the footpath, which should be restored without 
delay, but to then permit the vandalization of such beautiful natural features at the behest of a couple of misguided 
individuals is nothing short of criminal. 

With the greatest of respect, I am sure I don’t have to remind the council that it exists for the benefit of the majority and 
not a tiny majority of selfish Barbarians. 

We thank you in grateful appreciation. 

Waverley, High Street, Stonehouse, GL10 2NT 

  



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 07 Aug 2023 10:32:34
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: TPO/0586 Verney Fields, Stonehouse
Attachments: 

  
  
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Monday, August 7, 2023 8:55 AM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: TPO/0586 Verney Fields, Stonehouse 
  
  
  
From: 
Sent: Sunday, August 6, 2023 3:36 PM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: TPO/0586 Verney Fields, Stonehouse 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

  
  

To Stroud District Council planning department; 

I am writing in support of TPO/0586 on trees in Verney Fields, Stonehouse. 

My view is that the temporary TPOs should remain permanently in place.  

These trees are an important part of the ecosystem and biodiversity of the area.  

Scientific research has demonstrated the importance of established mature native trees in reducing soil erosion, 
playing hugely significant roles in fungal networks supporting other plants, organisms and soil health, providing 
essential habitats for wildlife, and being part of the solution for combatting the climate and ecological crisis. 

It is also important to consider that local people love and benefit from these majestic trees. I find it disturbing that 
these trees are at risk and hope you will do what is right for current and future generations. 

With thanks for your consideration, 

73 Park Road, Stonehouse GL10 2DW 

  



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 07 Aug 2023 10:33:31
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: New TPO/0586 - Verney Fields 
Attachments: 

  
  
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Monday, August 7, 2023 8:55 AM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: New TPO/0586 - Verney Fields 
  
  
  
From:
Sent: Sunday, August 6, 2023 8:46 PM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: New TPO/0586 - Verney Fields 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

  
Tree Officer 
Stroud District Council 

I am writing in support of TPO/0586 on various trees in Verney Fields, Stonehouse

The temporary TPOs on oaks and sycamores by footpaths, and mixed species on adjacent woodland, need to be kept in place long 
term . The trees in question enhance the biodiversity of the area and are part of the enjoyment by the public, whether close-up, or 
from a distance. It is hoped that when the footpaths become accessible again, (as supported by many people), residents can again 
enjoy being near these trees. After well known that being among trees adds to people’s mental and physical well-being.

These native and mature trees have been appreciated on walks over many years. They would continue to provide a diverse habitat 
and add to the bio-diversity of the area. 
  
I have fond recollections of being a child walking, playing around the trees and picnicking in this field, my memories are happy 
ones but I was most disturbed to see the damaging effects of the contractors who had diverted the footpath to the edge of the 
field and left mounds of earth in an unsafe manner along the footpath. 
  
I would be most unhappy if the trees were to be chopped down and this area damaged. 
  
Yours faithfully 
  
  

70 Borough Close 
Kings Stanley 
Stonehouse, Glos. GL10 3LJ 
  
  



From: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Sent: 07 Aug 2023 10:34:52
To: dms main@stroud.gov.uk
Cc: 
Subject: FW: Verney fields TPO application
Attachments: 

  
  
From: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk> 
Sent: Monday, August 7, 2023 8:54 AM
To: Porter, Simon <simon.porter@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: Verney fields TPO application 
  
  
  
From:
Sent: Sunday, August 6, 2023 10:21 PM
To: _WEB_Planning <Planning@stroud.gov.uk>
Subject: Verney fields TPO application 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Dear Stroud planning,  
  
I would like to Impress on you how important it is that the application for the TPO on individual trees identified in the Verney 
fields is taken seriously. Also, the variety of small and large trees on the left-hand side of the Verney field going up the hill from the 
style at the top of Verney Road, and the woodland on the right hand-side which edges the cliff above Rosedale. These have been a 
part of the landscape for so long. It would be a devasting blow to the people of Stonehouse and importantly the wildlife that call 
these areas home. I never expected to find myself writing a letter such as this! 
  
I have lived in Verney Road since 1971 and importantly spent many hours previously as a child playing in thIs field whilst living in 
woodcock Lane, along with many of my childhood friends. My children and all their friends have done the same. 
  
Please don't let this gem be disfigured/destroyed. The trees are what makes the Verney fields so special. I am particularly nervous 
the Oak tree that draws you up the field will be damaged. I've spent so many hours sitting on that seat talking with my friends! It 
needs respect! 
  
Thankyou 
  

  
  
Sent from Outlook for Android 


